
by PETER WINZIG,        
Ward 4 Councilman

With the closure and 
eventual razing 
of Bay Way Cabin 

planned this year for the new 
library, the Bay Recreation 
Department was in need of 
a new home. After reviewing 
different location options in 
the city, Mayor Koomar, with 
the support of City Council, 
directed renovation work to 
be done on the Community 

House to create enough space 
for the Rec Department move.

“Given the storage, 
training, and customer ser-
vice needs of our Recreation 
Department, and to allow our 
residents easy and convenient 
access to the department, we 
felt the Community House 
was the perfect location,” 
said Mayor Koomar. “Now 
that they are up and running, 
many agree the decision was 
a good one.”
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by MAYOR PAUL KOOMAR

Welcome to Bay Village’s 
newest Chief of Police, 
Kathleen Leasure! 

Chief Leasure was sworn 
in on June 2, becoming the City 
of Bay Village’s eighth Chief of 
Police. Chief Leasure serves as 
the first female Chief of Police for 
the City of Bay Village and in the 
Westshore communities.

Chief Leasure brings over 24 
years of experience with the Bay 
Village Police Department to the 
job. She began her career in 1996 
as a patrol officer after attending 
the Ohio State Highway Patrol 

Academy. As a patrol officer, 
she served as a field training 
officer, evidence technician 
and was a member of the Bike 
Patrol Unit and Dive Rescue 
Team.

Kathy, along with anoth-
er Bay Village officer, are 
responsible for starting Rape, 
Aggression, Defense Systems 
(RAD), a women’s self-defense 
program.

In 2008, she was promoted 
to patrol sergeant and served in 
that capacity until being assigned 
as the detective sergeant in 2016. 
While serving as the detective 
sergeant, Chief Leasure oversaw 

all functions of the Detective 
Bureau, including the supervi-
sion or investigation of all crimi-
nal cases. She was also a member 
of the Westshore Crisis Negotia-
tion Team for over four years.

Bay Village welcomes 
new police chief

Bay Rec Dept. moves 
into renovated 

Community House
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Chief Kathleen Leasure

 See POLICE CHIEF page 2

Dan Enovitch, far left, director of the Recreation Department, leads the mayor and City Council 
members on a tour of the department’s new home in the renovated Community House.

by TARA WENDELL

Clerk of council is often 
an unseen and thank-
less job. Other than 

sitting alongside city council 
during public meetings, many 
of the clerk’s duties are per-
formed behind the scenes. But 
that doesn’t make the work any 
less important.

In Westlake, paraphrasing 
the city’s codified ordinances, 
the clerk is expected to attend 
all Council meetings; prepare 
minutes; post all ordinances, 

resolutions and actions of 
Council; be the custodian of all 
papers and documents kept by 
Council; and serve all notices 
required by law.

In addition, the clerk 
is responsible for providing 
administrative assistance to 
Council members; preparing 
meeting agendas and packets; 
responding to public records 
requests; maintaining Coun-
cil’s webpage, databases and 
codified ordinances; and 
acting as a liaison between 

Westlake clerk 
masters her job

Westlake’s clerk of council, Denise Rosenbaum, has earned 
the Master Municipal Clerk designation. The best-laid plans 

Westlake planner retires after    
30 years serving city

by TARA WENDELL

The City of Westlake recent-
ly said goodbye to one of 
the architects of its meta-

morphosis, as longtime assistant 
planning director William Krause 
headed into retirement.

During his 30 years at City 
Hall, Will played an integral role 
in helping to guide Westlake’s 
transformation from a sleepy 

farming community to a bus-
tling suburban destination.

As readers of his “Digging 
Dover” column in the Observer 
know, Will has a passion for 
history, interest in architecture 
and attention to detail – quali-
ties that served him well in the 
Planning Department and left 
an indelible mark on the land-
scape of Westlake today.

 William Krause
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 Service Director Jon Liskovec and his 
team had a number of areas that needed 
attention in the building. The first item that 
needed to be addressed was repairs to the 
roof and cupola, which allowed water to 
penetrate into the building, damaging the 
main ceiling area.

Upon completion of repairs and prep-
aration for ceiling and electrical repairs and 
upgrades, it was discovered that there were 
large amounts of bird excrement coating 
the entire main attic space. This led to the 
next challenge which was abatement and 
remediation of the bird excrement in order 
to clean up the attic space and make it safe 
for employees to work in the building. The 
City contracted with a company that spe-
cializes in this sort of work which included 
removal of all existing insulation, closure of 
any openings that permitted bird entry and 
exit, and application of a cleaning solution 
and encapsulation solution to coat all the 
affected surfaces.

Next, the Service Dept. team refreshed 
the main room space with new lighting, 
upgraded the electric panels, added new 
office space cubicles, a customer service 
counter and Rec team conference space. 
The men’s and women’s bathrooms were 
updated to make better use of the space.

The old Rec Dept. space at the east 
end of the building, that used to hold band 
equipment, was converted to training 
space and filled with furniture donated by 
Bay resident Mark Coffin. The old kitchen 

area has been cleaned up with paint and 
new cabinet hardware as well.

On the lower floors of the building, 
an old storage space shared with the Vil-
lage Bicycle Cooperative was cleaned and 
converted into sports equipment and 
programming storage. High-speed inter-
net was also added to the main floor of 
the building to support the needs and 
demands of the Recreation Department’s 
online registration.

“The space is open, fresh and really 
functional, and the work done by our in-
house Service Department personnel is 
first class – fresh paint, new electric, nice 
flooring, lighting and more,” said Dwight 
Clark, president of City Council. “It really 
looks terrific.”

Dan Enovitch, director of the Rec-
reation Department, is pleased as well. 
“I’m really happy with the results – we 
now have a conveniently located space 
to service the residents, hold training and 
small classes, and store all of our gear in 
one spot. Plans call for completing the 
kitchen floor and the addition of some 
small air conditioning units as time per-
mits. I welcome the residents to stop in 
and see the new space.”

City records reflect how in 1936 the 
Cahoon family barn became the Com-
munity House as part of a Works Progress 
Administration project. Men from the 
Village and WPA worked on Lake Road 
and also remodeled the barn. The new 
community building replaced the old red 
schoolhouse as the center of community 
activities for meetings, activities and 
social events. 
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Chief Leasure has a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Case Western 
Reserve University. She is also 
a 2009 graduate of Supervisor, 
Training and Education Program 
and a 2011 graduate of Police 
Executive Leadership College. 
In 2018, she graduated from the 
Public Safety Leadership Acad-
emy, a 12-week, joint training 
program between the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol and The Ohio 
State University’s John Glenn Col-
lege of Public Affairs.

Chief Leasure plans to work 
with the officers to develop ways to 
continue community interactions 
in the face of the pandemic. Future 
community offerings include 
hosting the popular Community 
Police Academy and women’s self-
defense classes.

Additionally, Bay Village police 
officer Benjamin Kitchen has been 
assigned as the first school resource 
officer, and will be starting in the 
Bay Village Schools this fall.

As Chief of Police, Kathy and 
her fellow officers are committed 
to providing the highest level of 
police service to the citizens of 
Bay Village.

Chief Leasure can be reached 
at 440-871-3461, or by email at 
kleasure@cityofbayvillage.com. 

REC DEPT.              
from front page    

Council and the public, media and 
internal employees.

All of those obligations don’t 
leave much time in the day to pursue 
professional advancement, but West-
lake’s clerk of council, Denise Rosen-
baum, has somehow found a way, 
even if it meant working at it on her 
own time.

Denise recently became one 
of fewer than 50 Master Municipal 
Clerks in the entire state of Ohio.

The MMC designation represents 
the pinnacle of achievement in a career 
that began in 1997 when Denise was 
hired as assistant clerk of Westlake City 
Council. She was appointed clerk of 
council in 2010.

After achieving the Certified Munici-
pal Clerk designation in 2016, Denise got 
to work on mastering her craft. Master 
Municipal Clerk is the most advanced 
professional designation granted by 
the International Institute of Municipal 
Clerks and requires completion of a 
rigorous educational component and a 
professional contribution component.

Denise attended a number of state 
and local conferences, education ses-
sions, one-day academies, webinars, 
online courses and networking sessions to 
achieve the point total necessary to meet 
the education guidelines. She diversified 
her training by studying a variety of topics 

that will help her better serve City Council 
and the public – open meetings and sun-
shine laws, ethics, parliamentary proce-
dure, social media and public records law, 
civil discourse, workplace conflict and 
implementing technology, to name a few.

For the professional contribution 
component of the MMC designation, 
Denise expanded on the technology 
component of her continuing education. 
As the digital revolution changes the way 
organizations – and city councils – oper-
ate, it’s important for clerks to stay up to 
date on the latest tools to share informa-
tion in an increasingly paperless world.

In 2017, Denise set about digitizing 
old city records dating back to the 1830s. 
It was a painstaking effort to copy each 
page of the documents in storage at the 
Western Reserve Historical Society, and 
took more than two years to complete. 
It was the second phase of a project 
she began in 2010 by digitizing Council 

records from 1910 to the present. Denise 
was awarded the Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board Achievement Award for 
that endeavor.

After digitally scanning each of the 
698 pages, Denise then started transcrib-
ing each page verbatim – archaic words 
and spelling errors included.

“I was constantly overriding the 
software’s autocorrect feature,” Denise 
recalled.

Those pages will soon be uploaded 
to the city’s online archive for the public 
to browse and search.

“Council could not be prouder of 
this recognition of Denise’s professional 
performance,” said Council President 
Michael Killeen. “She is incredibly effi-
cient, creative and responsive. From 
making sure Westlake’s history is pre-
served to seeking creative ways to add 
value to the Clerk’s role, Denise is just 
outstanding!” 

A sample of an original, handwritten record that Rosenbaum transcribed.
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by DIANE REHOR

First in a series of articles that aims 
to inspire readers to take the risk to try 
something new, see the positive in life, and 
recognize that everyday people can make 
a difference by following their passions.

 

During this pandemic, many of us 
have struggled to stay positive 
and motivated. Therefore, let us 

look to role models to inspire us. Jane 
Blackie, chair of the Bay Village Chapter 
of the League of Women Voters (LWV) is 
one who could serve as a role model for us 
all as she is one of those inspiring people 
making a difference during these unique 
times.

The League of Women Voters is a 
non-partisan organization, formed 100 
years ago in conjunction with the suffrage 
movement.

“Once women earned the right to 
vote, the League was formed to educate 
women on how to vote,” Jane told me. 
Today the League’s mission is to empower 
all voters and defend democracy. Many 
men are involved and welcomed to join. 
You can learn more on their website, 
www.lwv.org.

When I asked Jane how she became 
chapter chair, she joked, “I’m the person 
that didn’t step back.” But in reality, chair-
ing our local chapter is a natural fit for 
Jane.

Jane explained: “Many years ago, 
when I didn’t have time to volunteer, I 
attended one of the LWV’s forums. I 
thought, ‘this is a great resource; no one 
does bi-partisan. When I retire, I’ll get 
involved.’” Years later, when Jane retired 
from her career as an English teacher at 

Lakewood High, she followed through on 
her commitment to join the LWV’s Bay 
Village Chapter. 

Over the past eight years, she spent 
three years volunteering on the LWV of 
Greater Cleveland board as outreach 
director. “This experience gave me a 
better understanding on how the entire 
League works at the county, state and 
national level as well.”

As a high school teacher, Jane was 
trained in a program called “Facing His-
tory and Ourselves.”

“It is a phenomenal program that 
educates teachers on how to teach toler-
ance,” Jane said. She adapted her Eng-
lish lesson plans to talk about issues of 
race, gender and bullying long before 
those topics were popular. The program 
emphasized being an “Upstander” vs. a 
“Bystander” and how to take a role. 

“I’m a firm believer in that,” Jane 
emphasized. Lotte Scharman, former 
president of the national League is quoted 
as saying ‘Democracy is not a spectator 
sport.’ And Jane believes, “All politics are 
local. That is where politics start. LWV is a 
great way to become informed.”

Jane was raised to get involved and 
make the world a better place. Her par-
ents and grandfather role-modeled that 
behavior; for example, her grandfather 
was the head of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. She stated her spiritual upbring-
ing in the Catholic Church had a big social 
justice component as well. “All those 
things worked together.” 

Jane added, “I hear people complain 
and I say, ‘What can you do about it? 
Take action! Venting is important. But 
after you vent, do something about 
it. Ask yourself, how are you making 

the world a better place?’” She 
decided to try to make the world 
a better place by joining her local 
chapter of LWV.

As for Jane’s leadership style, 
her humbleness shined through. 
When I wanted to ask questions 
regarding her accomplishments, 
she kept emphasizing the valiant 
efforts of the members. “I feel I 
am standing on the shoulders 
of giants,” she said. “I’m just the 
facilitator for the all the talent in 
our chapter. I’m trying to ensure 
peoples’ great ideas get imple-
mented.”

Then Jane proceeded to give 
credit to many members for their 
outstanding efforts. “While serv-
ing as former chairs of the Bay 
Chapter, Barbara Ebright, a smart 
lady with a great sense of humor, 
Claire Banasiak and Conda 
Boyd all attended City Council 
meetings for years. Conda Boyd 
worked to ensure the Bay Chapter 
funding of the audio system that 
allows community members to listen to 
these council meetings to stay informed.”

Jane is most proud of the League’s 
involvement in passing Issue 1 which 
related to redistricting. As Jane empha-
sized, “It works for the voter not a political 
party.”

From her volunteerism, Jane has 
learned, “The things we fight for take 
time. You must start somewhere and work 
incrementally. You can’t stop. People get 

discouraged, but you can’t stop.”
Jane confessed, “We are living in frus-

trating times. I, too, get discouraged. But 
there are a lot of positive things you can 
do. When I get frustrated, I do something 
for the League or I try to help out our 
children and grandchildren.” Jane also 
serves as an adjunct professor and tutor 
at Tri-C. She ended with the comment, “If 
you do something for someone else, you 
get more out of it.” 

Making a Difference: Jane Blackie, Bay Village LWV chair

Jane Blackie, chair of the Bay Village 
Chapter of the League of Women Voters. 
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“Anytime someone leaves 
the city of Westlake, it’s bit-
tersweet because of the fact 
that someone who’s put in so 
much time, effort and dedica-
tion in serving the public and 
serving the administration, 
and has done it well, it’s always 
going to be a loss,” said Mayor 
Dennis Clough during the June 
26 retirement ceremony on the 
plaza outside City Hall. “And Will 
fits right up there at the top.”

Will graduated summa 
cum laude from Cleveland 
State University in 1980 with 
a bachelor’s degree in urban 
studies. He was accepted to 
several graduate schools for 
architecture and historical 
preservation, but didn’t matric-
ulate because he struggled 
with calculus. That setback has 
since become a minor footnote 
in a successful career – albeit 
one that Will added for come-
dic effect in the bio he sent 
to the mayor’s office for the 
proclamation Mayor Clough 
presented on his final day.

“You wouldn’t know that 
[he had trouble with calculus] 
when he’s so detail-oriented 
with the sign ordinances in the 
city of Westlake,” Clough joked. 
Will’s work in updating the sign 
code in 1997 earned him the 

nickname “sign guru.”
At the ceremony Will 

recalled a bit of unwanted 
national attention attracted by 
the “sign guru” moniker, when 
conservative talk show host 
Glenn Beck called him a com-
munist because of the code 
restriction that limited the size 
of flags at car dealerships.

Over the course of three 
decades, Will has seen more ups 
than downs, and a few funny 
moments – like a phone call he 
fielded on his first day.

“I took a very odd phone 
call and had to go tell the mayor 
– who I’d only met once – that 
the Westlake post office was call-
ing and they were upset because 
his brother had an order of baby 
chicks delivered to the post 
office that were dying of thirst,” 
Will recalled, adding: “We still 
had an agricultural feeling back 
then.”

When he was hired by 
former Planning Director 
Robert Parry in 1989, all of the 
city’s departments were in the 
old city hall. Will had a window-
less office in the former police 
shooting range. The Senior 
Services Department held card 
parties in the hall just outside 
his door.

Westlake was embarking 
on its growth spurt and Plan-
ning Commission meetings 
sometimes lasted until 1:00 
a.m. Over the years, Will spent 

many thousands of hours 
in meetings for Planning 
Commission, City Coun-
cil and others.

The city’s devel-
opment really peaked 
with the construction of 
Crocker Park, which Will 
called the highlight of his 
planning career. He also 
took great pride in work-
ing on the city’s bicenten-
nial celebration in 2011.

After Robert Parry 
retired seven years ago, 
Will was paired with 
new Planning Director 
Jim Bedell, and the two 
quickly developed a close 
working relationship.

“As a certified plan-
ner he is the embodiment 
of our code of ethics and 
what we stand for as 
planners, the first being 
our responsibility to 
the public,” Bedell said. 
“Will has always served 
the public interest, put-
ting our citizens first and 
working tirelessly to make 
sure that their concerns 
have been addressed. 
Will has dutifully served 
the city with diligence, creativity 
and competence, working tire-
lessly, always going the extra 
mile and never complaining 
about the workload.”

In his free time, Will has 
served on the Bay Village Plan-

ning Commission, as historian 
for the Westlake Historical Soci-
ety, trustee of the Bay Village 
Historical Society, chair of the 
Lilly Weston Committee, and 
trustee for the Western Reserve 
Architectural Historians.

Will plans to continue writ-
ing his Observer column, and 
perhaps a few books, as well as 
spending time in retirement with 
his wife of 39 years, Deb, their 
children Katie, Will and Anne, 
and four grandchildren. 

PLANNER             
from front page    

Planning Director Jim Bedell, Will Krause, Mayor Dennis Clough 
and former Planning Director Robert Parry stand behind an old 
map of Westlake, a gift from the city for Krause’s retirement.
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by KAREN DERBY

Alexa Davey is the new director of 
Glenview Child Care and Learning 
Center in Bay Village. She replaces 

recently retired Dorothy Chadwick.
Asked why she chose early child-

hood education as a career, Davey, 
who is the daughter of two teachers, 
explained she discovered through a 
student teaching position her passion 
for early childhood.

“I fell in love with this age group 
because it is a rare, but vital opportunity 
to set the stage for children to fall in love 
with learning,” she said. “In the classroom, 
I loved developing relationships with chil-
dren and their families. Doing so helped 
me discover their strengths and interests, 
and I was able to use those to foster indi-
vidual success in the classroom.”

Davey comes to Bay Village from the 
Olmsted Falls City Schools Early Child-
hood Education Center where she has 
served for the past two years as a pre-
school intervention specialist. Prior to 
that, she held the same position at War-
rensville Heights City Schools.

As a Preschool Team Leader at both 

centers, she played an integral role in 
the application process as they were 
evaluated during the Step Up to Qual-
ity state licensing process.

“Mrs. Davey was chosen to lead 
our Glenview Child Center because she 
clearly communicated that the success 
of our preschool age children makes a 
strong foundation for our community,” 
said Bay Village Schools Superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann. “Her enthusiasm for 
serving our youngest Rockets is conta-
gious, and we look forward to this next 
chapter for the Glenview Child Center.”

Davey holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in education from Ashland Uni-
versity and is completing this year a 
master’s degree in early childhood from 
Champlain College in Vermont.

“I have always dreamed of being a 
director of an early childhood center for 
a public school,” Davey said.  “I believe 
my mix of grade level leadership and my 
upcoming master’s in early childhood 
specializing in administration have 
helped me prepare for this new role at 
Glenview.”

Davey and her husband, Scott, will 
soon be residents of Avon Lake. She 

enjoys exercising, being outdoors and 
reading.

“Early childhood education is so 
important to the future of our society and 
I want nothing more than to be an advo-
cate for the importance of a high-quality 
and developmentally appropriate early 
childhood experience for all children,” 
she said. “I am ready to begin and bring 
my passion and dedication for early 
childhood to The Glenview Center and 
Bay Village City Schools and take what 
the previous directors have done before 
me and continue their vision and success 
for the program.” 

Bay Village Schools hires 
Alexa Davey to lead Glenview

Alexa Davey is the new director at 
the Glenview Center for Child Care 
and Learning in Bay Village.
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by JANICE PATTERSON, League 
of Women Voters, Westlake/North 
Olmsted chapter chair

Many college students who live 
in Bay Village and Westlake 
have a number of challenges 

as they think about how to vote in the 
2020 presidential election. Even in early 
July, not all students know where they 
will be living come November. Asking 
for an absentee ballot to be mailed 
to your Ohio home address and then 
expecting your parents to mail it on to 
you has a few hazards: Is there enough 
time for all this back-and-forth mailing? 
What if some piece is addressed wrong? 

Here are some questions for stu-
dents (and their parents) to consider:
• Are you registered to vote? In what 

state?
• Do you need to update your official 

address?
• Do you have a driver’s license from 

the state whose ballot you prefer to 
use?

• Do you want to vote using an absen-
tee/mail-in ballot?

• Do you have the needed postal 
stamps for both your ballot request 
and your ballot?

• What are the deadlines for each of 
these steps?

Basic answers to all of these are 
provided on the Ohio Secretary of State’s 
website at voteohio.gov. Brief answers 
are provided below to help students 
think through their voting plans..

Registration: If you registered 
with your home address in Cuyahoga 
County (and voted using that address 
in the past four years), you are almost 
ready to vote. You can double-check 
your eligibility to vote online at the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, 
boe.cuyahogacounty.us.

If you registered in another county 
in Ohio where you attend college, you 
can double-check that you are duly reg-
istered at that location at voteohio.gov.

If you have registered (or want to 
register) in another state where you are 
attending college, check the Secretary 
of State website in that state. You must 
have proof of residency in that state, so 
check those requirements too. Not all 
states allow online registration.

Address: If your official Ohio 
address needs changed, you can start 
making those corrections electroni-
cally now. You will have to print out a 

paper form, fill it out and send it in to 
the Board of Elections. Requires one 
55-cent (Forever) stamp.

Application for mail-in ballot: All 
voters registered in Ohio will automati-
cally receive an application to use if they 
prefer to have a mail-in ballot. Look for 
this around Labor Day.  You do not have 
to wait for this mailing; you can apply 
for a mail-in ballot now at boe.cuyahog-
acounty.us. From there, you will have to 
print the request form, complete it and 
mail it back to the Board of Elections.

The Ohio absentee ballot request 
form allows you to choose where to 
have the election officials send your 
ballot. This can be an out-of-state or 
out-of-county address as long as you 
are an Ohio registered voter. Similar 
arrangements are possible in all 50 
states.

Regulations for mail-in ballots vary 
considerably from state to state, so if 
your voter registration record is another 
state, double check the procedures for 
requesting a mail-in ballot in that state. 
The U.S. Election Assistance Commis-
sion website offers a one-stop portal to 
each state’s rules at www.eac.gov.

Some states are still revising their 
mail-in ballot rules due to COVID-19 
concerns. Recheck the procedures 
before you make your request.

Postage: You will need a 55-cent 
(Forever) stamp for mailing your appli-
cation for a mail-in ballot back to the 
Board of Elections. (You can by books 
of 20 stamps many places, but it’s hard 
to buy just one stamp unless you go to 
the post office!) You will need a 70-cent 
stamp (or its equivalent) to mail in the 
ballot when you have finished voting. 

Be sure to mail your completed 
ballot back to the appropriate Board 
of Elections by the end of October to 
ensure it will be counted.

Deadlines: There are almost too 
many different deadlines to summarize 
here. The best advice is to take action 
as soon as you can. Actual ballots will 
begin being mailed right after registra-
tion closes on Oct. 5, 2020. The gen-
eral election is Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020. 
Already, election officials are advising 
voters to recognize that higher-than-
usual use of mail-in ballots may present 
slow postal service deliveries.

If you have a specific questions, 
post it to facebook.com/lwvgcwests-
hore and one of our voter service team 
members will reply.      

College Student Dilemma: 
Absentee Voting

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

by LYDIA GADD

Drive-in movie theaters have 
clearly made a comeback. A 
recent headline declared that 

the Aut-O-Rama in North Ridgeville 
was the fifth highest grossing theater in 
the country one weekend. But, it’s not 
just about the movies. It’s about having 
something to do; somewhere to go that is 
safe and where social distancing guide-
lines can easily be maintained. 

In fact many of the bustling nights 
at the Aut-O-Rama were for high school 
graduations. I know this personally, 
because that’s where my 2020 graduate 
of St. Joseph Academy’s commencement 
was held. The novelty of watching the 
individually pre-taped graduation seg-
ments, consolidated and united on the 
big screen in a parking lot full of class-
mates and families made it pretty special 
and spectacular. It was the first and only 
thing that happened to this class that 
actually exceeded what was supposed 
to have been. 

My daughter proclaimed that her 
graduation turned out to be much better 
than what all the previous classes had! 
We were all so grateful to have had this 
experience. Watching the ceremony on 
the big screen, and actually being able to 
hear and see families cheering for their 
graduates, and graduates cheering for 
their friends, provided a much missed 
feeling of community and togetherness. 
It felt great!

I imagine that’s why our Westlake 
Senior & Community Center’s Drive-in 
Bingo is so popular.

Yup, Drive-In Bingo!
Twice a month through the summer 

months we have been hosting this sell-out 
event in our parking lot. We have parking 
spaces marked (every other spot), so that 
seniors all have a view of the action while 
they tune in and hear the numbers being 
called over the FM dial.

Staff is on hand to call the numbers 
and also act as “spotters” and “runners.” 
Spotters are looking for American flags 
that our seniors wave out their driver’s 
side window, indicating that they have a 
BINGO. Runners drive golf carts (we are 
conveniently located on the city-owned 
Meadowood Golf Course) to the vehicle 
with the waving flag and after verifying 
the numbers prizes are delivered.

When applause is called for, every-
one honks their horns! One of our partic-
ipants, who was celebrating her birthday 
on Bingo Day was honored by a round of 
beeping and flag waving. It was a sight 
to see and hear and it delighted her and 
everyone else.

For more information about our 
Drive-In Bingo as well as virtual events, 
visit our web page at www.cityofwest-
lake.org/community-services, or call us 
at 440-899-3544.   

Drive-in Bingo
WESTLAKE CENTER FOR SENIOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES

Staffer Mary Bodmann delivers 
supplies to Drive-in Bingo 
participants.

Deciding on subscription, 
perpetual license or free software
by TAK SATO

Similar to the decision-making pro-
cess required to buy or lease your 
next car, leasing computer hard-

ware was popularized for businesses 
before the “subscription” model, i.e. leas-
ing [the right to use] software, started 
to also become an industry trend in the 
early 2010s.

Whether leasing computer hardware 
or subscribing for software usage, the 
concept is the same: you don’t own any-
thing when the lease/subscription ends.

Let’s review the options:
    Buying software upfront gives you 

a perpetual license to use the software on 
one computer, akin to buying a car. You 
own it when paid upfront or financing 
is paid off.

    Buying a subscription to software 
is like leasing a car. You enter an annu-
ally renewable contract for a discounted 
monthly rate or opt for a month-to-
month contract at a slightly higher rate. 
You use the software, just like you drive a 
leased car, but at the end of the subscrip-
tion term, if you don’t renew, you lose the 

usage rights. You never own it.
People often ask me questions about 

Microsoft’s productivity suite “Office” 
and the options available. Formerly 
known as “Office 365 Home,” recently 
rebranded as “Microsoft 365 for home” 
(really, can we stop confusing consum-
ers?), it is a subscription offering: you 
lease the Office software for use on your 
personal computer, tablet, smartphone 
or the cloud.

That seems straightforward on the 
surface. Decide whether you need Office 
software for up to six people in your 
family or just one person, with an annual 
subscription commitment of $99.99 or 
$69.99 respectively.

Just like multiple TVs in a household 
became the norm by the late 20th cen-
tury, we live in the duality of the real and 
digital worlds where multiple devices per 
person in a family is now common. Most, 
if not all, are also always connected to 
the cloud.

Then you see “Office Home & Stu-
dent” for $149.99 next to it. This is the 
traditional perpetual license model that 
is still offered for non-commercial use on 

one computer. (If you are using Office 
to generate profit, you are considered 
a business and subject to business tier 
pricing.) For more information on fea-
tures and pricing, visit www.microsoft.
com and click on “Office.”

Options are good, except when its 
confusing. One method to figure out 
the appropriate option is to compare 
total cost over three years. Calculating 
and comparing the upfront cost of the 
number of perpetual licenses you need 
to purchase versus the total subscrip-
tion cost over the same term should 

give you an idea.
Talking about cost comparisons, a 

free software called “LibreOffice” (www.
libreoffice.org) should be in your con-
siderations too. LibreOffice is Microsoft 
Office “compatible” meaning you can 
create, edit or save documents, spread-
sheets or presentations that can be 
shared with Microsoft Office users.

In the next column, I’ll talk about 
more free options, Google Gmail and 
Microsoft’s Office Online, both free 
products that live on the internet, aka 
the cloud. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD
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The Croyle and Granja families, along with 
Doug and Gay Borchert, recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

by GAY BORCHERT

On July 2, neighbors were invit-
ed to attend a flag-raising 
ceremony in front of retired 

Bay Middle School social studies 
teacher, Doug Borchert’s, home. The 
invitation read, “Tomorrow we will 
hang up in our front yard the flag that 
covered my Dad’s coffin ... Capt. Jay 
Bender, U.S. Army, served almost 4 
years in the Pacific in WWII. We will 
also remember Doug’s Dad, Pvt. Ben 
Borchert, who served in Europe and 
received the Purple Heart and the 
Bronze Star. If you can, join us as we 
begin our joyous yet reflective cel-
ebration of Independence Day. God 

bless America! – Gay Borchert”
At 9:00 a.m., 12 adults and eight 

children gathered as Mr. Borchert 
spoke about the sacrifices our veter-
ans in general, and our two fathers 
specifically, have made since our 
country was founded. He read the last 
few statements from the Declaration 
of Independence and explained why 
we were raising Old Glory on July 2 
and will do so again on July 4.  

On July 2, 1776, the document 
was submitted to the Continental 
Congress and signed by John Han-
cock. On July 4, it was made public. 
The flag went up as those gath-
ered joined in singing the national 
anthem. 

Doug Borchert and Matt Stewart 
raise the flag.

Fourth of July flag-raising in            
Bay Village neighborhood
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by CAROL BROWN and DORIS GORGAS

Each year for Independence Day, residents of Carl-
ton Drive in Bay Village line their curb lawns with 
American flags. This year several residents flew 

other U.S. flags, such as the “Don’t Give Up The Ship” flag 
flown by Commodore Perry in the War of 1812.

Pictured are two Revolutionary War flags flown by 
Doris Gorgas, a member of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution – the Betsy Ross flag with 13 stars and 13 
stripes, and the First Navy Jack from 1775 bearing the 
motto “Don’t Tread on Me” and an uncoiled rattlesnake. 

Carlton residents 
celebrate 

Independence Day

by MARGE WIDMAR

Choosing from what must be thousands of 
memorized pieces of music, violinist Mary 
Beth Ions created an hour of fun and enjoy-

able music on Guildord Court in the Woods of West-
lake on Sunday, June 28. From “Baby Shark” for the 
young ones to “Daisy, Daisy” to “The Phantom of the 
Opera” to Beethoven’s 9th Symphony and patriotic 
music, she filled the hearts of the audience with her 
singing violin. 

A private concert

Violinist Mary Beth Ions

A team of Sea Scouts from Bay Village has won first place in 
the STEM Lesson Plan Contest sponsored by Dominion 
Energy’s Project Plant It! program to teach youth about the 

benefits of trees to the environment. The three ninth-grade girls – 
Maeve Kilroy, Maeve Galla and Amy Burgy – with supervision by 
their skipper, Richard Gash, created a science lesson plan based 
on a project to plant redbud tree seedlings on the slope of Cahoon 
Creek in order to prevent soil erosion and runoff into the creek.

 The idea for a STEM lesson plan about how trees can help 
prevent soil erosion germinated from their Sea Scout activi-
ties. The girls often put their sailboats in the water in the area 
of Cahoon Creek that had been cleared to build the new Lake 
Road bridge, leaving the area vulnerable for runoff of pollutants 
into the creek. In the course of their research on how to protect 
the creek, the girls learned about the free redbud tree seedlings 
offered by Project Plant It!, and they registered to get the seedlings 
to plant along the slope in April. The COVID-19 crisis has delayed 
planting until the fall. In the meantime, the team received a $200 
Walmart gift card from Dominion Energy to purchase supplies 
for scout projects.

 Bay Village Tree Commission chair Colby Sattler, president 
of Forest City Ecological Services, is very supportive and is in 
conversation with the City regarding the project. To help move 
the project forward Colby and the Sea Scouts are planning on 
holding a Zoom meeting to discuss all options to see these trees 
planted and flourishing. The Bay Village Green Team has also 
pledged support for the project.

 Dominion Energy was impressed with the Sea Scouts’ STEM 
lesson plan because it demonstrates how to support environmen-
tal sustainability by planting the redbud seedlings strategically in 
an area that needs special attention.

 Sea Scouts is a division of the Boy Scouts of America. The 
difference is that Boy Scouts go tent camping, whereas Sea Scouts 
have their adventures on, in or under the water. Project Plant It! 
was established in 2007 by Dominion Energy to educate students, 
plant trees and improve the environment.

Sea Scouts take first 
place in STEM contest
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Maeve Kilroy, Maeve Galla and Amy Burgy test the pH 
of the soil around Cahoon Creek where the seedlings 
will be planted.PH
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Now open for bike sales and donations. 
Please check our website for all open shop 

hours. Sales will be by check only.
Refurbished bikes at reasonable prices.

Community House 
303 Cahoon Road, Bay Village 

www.villagebicycle.org

 COOPERATIVE

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

Your family. Our purpose.
Together.

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org/

Family caregivers consistently tell us, 
“Now that we have experienced 

your hospice care, we wish we 
would have called sooner.” 

You don’t have to do this alone. 
We focus on improving quality of life for 

our patients and their loved ones to ensure 
that each moment is filled with comfort.  

Hospice of the Western Reserve is here 24/7. 
Call us today. 

INSIST

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com

by ELIZABETH MILLI

The Bay Village Foundation 
is honoring local residents 
Marie Ashmus, Jim Cahoon 

and Al Paulus with permanent 
bronze memorial plaques to be 
installed at the T. Richard Martin 
Cahoon Memorial Bridge in 
Cahoon Park.

Marie Ashmus has been a resi-
dent of Bay Village since 1974.  Born 
and raised in Northeast Ohio, Marie 
was a teacher in Bay from 1974 to 
2008. During her tenure, she taught 
thousands of kids at Normandy, 
Westerly and Bay Middle schools. 
She was one of the first teachers 
in the gifted and talented educa-
tion (GATE) program in the school 
district and also taught third grade, 
first grade, and, for many years, kin-
dergarten.

Marie’s commitment to the 
community extends to her family 
life. Her husband, Keith, is a founder 
and longtime supporter of the Bay 
Village Foundation and her two 
children, plus her niece and nephew 
graduated from Bay High School.

Jim Cahoon was the Bay High 
School principal from 1999-2011. 
Under Cahoon’s leadership, the 
school has been awarded with a wide 

variety of honors, including being 
named a U.S. Blue Ribbon School in 
2010. Other distinctions include U.S. 
News and World Report’s America’s 
Best High Schools list, the Harvard 
Business School Club of Northeast 
Ohio’s Excellence in School Man-
agement Award, and the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association’s Harold 
A. Meyer Sportsmanship Award.

Some highlights of Jim 
Cahoon’s career at Bay High include 
initiating HUDDLE (Helping Us 
Develop Dedication Leadership 
and Enthusiasm), a role-model 
program where students from the 
high school would teach life lessons 
to 2nd, 4th and 6th graders; and 
helping to start PAL (Pupil Assisted 
Learning), a typical peer friendship 
program with special education 
students.

Al Paulus served as a trustee of 
the Bay Village Foundation for 14 
years, including 3 years as its presi-
dent. During his time as president, 
Al led numerous efforts to improve 
our community, including the cam-
paign to refurbish Play in Bay. Al also 
served as treasurer of the board of 
trustees of the Cleveland Play House, 
vice president and treasurer of the 
Greater Cleveland Salvation Army, 
a volunteer for Northcoast Health 

Ministries and the treasurer of the 
Cleveland chapter of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes (where he was 
awarded the Tom Landry Award, for 
his support of FCA and dedication 
to youth).

In previous years, the Foun-
dation announced bronze plaque 
honorees following the Memo-
rial Day observance. Friends of the 
families and the public were invited 
to attend the annual ceremony to 
view the plaques currently installed 
on the footbridge, along with the 
new memorials. With the Memorial 
Day program and parade canceled 
this year due to the COVID-19 out-
break, a public ceremony to honor 
the new plaque recipients had to be 
postponed.

The Bay Village Foundation has 
been creating a beautiful place to 
remember loved ones for 19 years. 
The Village Foundation Bronze 
Plaque Program was established 
as a way for families and friends to 
give permanent recognition to Bay 
citizens in one central place. Donors 
that contribute $2,500 or more may 
request a plaque to honor the life 
and work of Bay Village residents, 
living or deceased.

For more information, call 440-
899-3490. 

Bay Village Foundation honors three with bronze plaques
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager
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by JEFF BING

They tell me that after 60 
games last year, the even-
tual World Champion 

Washington Nationals were 
27-33. Zowie!

The mighty, mighty Seattle 
Mariners, after 15 games, were 
13-2. They didn’t quite main-
tain the momentum, losing 94 
games on the year. You don’t say.

These little nuggets of 
baseball lore are supposed to 
get me pumped for the 2020 
MLB season. Because, the story 
goes, in a shortened season, 
“Anything can happen.” You 

gotta love sports cliches, right?
The logic is pretty simple: 

The good teams only need 
a minor slump to have their 
season ruined, and a lousy team 
only needs a run of good luck to 
have a shot at the post-season. 
Wa-hoo! Count me in for playoff 
tickets!

Has anyone heard that old 
cliche, “Stick a fork in ‘em ... 
‘cause they’re done”? Because, 
pertaining to pro sports in 2020, 
the truth is, I don’t care. After 
listening to the MLB owners and 
players go back and forth for the 
last three months arguing over 
– what else? – money, I think 

they have turned off enough 
fans that MLB would be much 
better off if they had canceled 
the season entirely and hoped 
that maybe – just maybe – fans 
will have forgotten about the 
2020 disaster when spring train-
ing 2021 rolls around.

I hear friends now espouse 
joy in watching kids play little 
league ball. Personally, I’m not 
sure I relish a game which has 
27 walks by the middle of the 
second inning, and a score of 
22-11 by the end of the 3rd. 
Then again, it probably wouldn’t 
have been so painful if it hadn’t 
been me pitching in that one. 
And, in my defense, the umpire 
had a really tight strike zone that 
day, too. But you get my point.

Besides, baseball? We don’t 
need no stinking baseball. 

We have the NFL to entertain 
us in the upcoming months. 
Of course, last I checked, the 
NFL owners and players were 
squabbling over really import 
stuff, like how many pre-season 
games they would play. First it 
was four, then it was two, and 
now the NFL Players Associa-
tion (NFLPA) is talking about 
either one, or even zero pre-
season games. “Player’s safety,” 
they say.

But what about Browns 
fans’ sanity? Seriously, Browns 
receivers can’t even run the right 
routes with six weeks of training 
camp and four exhibition games. 
Think of those yo-yo’s with no 
exhibition games. Do you 
remember going to the circus 
and seeing the clowns riding 
tiny bikes around in circles and 

running into each other? Now, 
throw Browns jerseys on them 
and you have a good idea of how 
I envision Browns games look-
ing for the first six or eight weeks 
this season. See where I’m going 
here? The NFL won’t be doing us 
any favors by playing the 2020 
season.

Frankly, I think the NBA 
had the right idea in taking 
their games to Disney World 
to finish the NBA season. 
Unfortunately, they chose the 
wrong park. They should have 
taken their game to California 
– Disneyland – because there, 
my friends, is a special place 
where the millionaire owners 
and millionaire players can get 
together and pretend that their 
fans still care.

Fantasyland. 

Don’t do us any favors
SPORTING VIEWS

by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Porter Library’s mid-July 
2020 calendar of events. All programs are 
subject to change. Check westlakelibrary.
org or follow the library on Facebook and 
Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest 
updates.

Tuesday, July 14 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Jammin’ with Jesse Jukebox Live on 
Zoom – Rock out with Jesse Jukebox on 
a Zoom concert just for kids ages 2-6! 
Sharing tracks from his news album 
“Awesome!” and old favorites, this is 
a can’t miss for our preschool friends! 
Please register. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Tuesday, July 14 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Gooey Galore! – Kids: join us as we 
livestream on Facebook, Twitter or You-
Tube to learn how to make things gooey 
and sparkly!

Tuesday, July 14 (1-3 p.m.) Are You 
a Nervous Interviewer? – Join Cynthia 
Wilt via Zoom as she shares interviewing 
tips to help you present yourself with 
confidence. If you’re concerned about 
how you look, speak or act or speak in 
interviews this session is for you! Please 
register. Attendees will receive a confir-
mation email with Zoom instructions.

Tuesdays, July 14 and 28 (3-4 p.m.) 
Hunger Games Book Club Online – In 
this Book Club, we’re reading through 
the “Hunger Games” series in chrono-

logical order! Please read “Catching Fire” 
(and watch the film too!). Please regis-
ter. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions, 
which will be sent the day of the event.

Tuesday, July 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Discussion and 
Author Visit (Online) – This month’s 
title is “One Taste Too Many” by Debra 
H. Goldstein. Digital copies of the book 
are available on Hoopla. Registration 
is required. Participants will receive an 
email with a Zoom meeting invitation 
and instructions. For best results we rec-
ommend downloading Zoom onto your 
computer or mobile device, but you can 
also join via landline phone.

Wednesday, July 15 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Yoga with Miss Jen – Calm your body, 
mind and spirit in this live Zoom yoga 
class led by a certified yoga instructor. 
Recommended for children up to grade 
3. Please register. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Wednesday, July 15 (5:30-7:30 p.m.) 
Stuffed Animal Adoption – Drive by 
the tent in the parking lot south of the 
building and take a tiny stuffed pet home 
with you. While supplies last. Age 8 and 
under.

Thursday, July 16 (9 a.m.-8:30 p.m.) 
Teen Crafts (Pick-Up) – Stop by Youth 
Services to pick up your craft kit while 
supplies last.

Thursday, July 16 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Virtual Egg Drop – Celebrate engi-

neering during STEAM Week with your 
design for the annual egg drop! Pick up 
your egg drop kit (minus the raw egg) 
at the Youth Services Desk starting July 
8. Make your egg protection device and 
drop it back off at the library by Sunday, 
July 12, at 4:30 p.m. Then join us on Face-
book at 11 a.m. on the 16th for the egg 
drop to see if your contraption works! 
For grades K-6.

Thursday, July 16 (2-3 p.m.) Tech-
niques to Cool Down While Under 
Stress (Zoom Health Talk) – Join us 
to learn helpful strategies to use during 
stressful times and discover ways to deal 
with anxiety and stress. Presented by Dr. 
Yezzi-Shareef, licensed psychologist. 
Please register. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions.

Thursdays, July 16, 23 and 30 (3:30-
4:30 p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love 
Roblox? We have a few private servers 
set up for Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang 
out with their friends and enjoy some of 
the most popular games. Please register 
separately for each session. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions, which will be sent 
the day of the program. We’ll keep the 
Zoom meeting going for anyone who 
wants to chat while playing or if you have 
any tech questions. Grades 4-6.

Tuesday, July 16 (6-6:30 p.m.) 
Adapted Storytime via Zoom – Join 
us for this Zoom storytime designed for 
children who may not be successful in 
a typical storytime experience. Content 
is geared toward ages 3-7. Registration 
begins July 9. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instruction, which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Friday, July 17 (11-11:30 a.m.) Sci-

ence with Suma (Online) – Suma is at 
it again! Join us live on Facebook, Twitter 
or YouTube to see what scientific experi-
ments she gets up to today!

Friday, July 17 (4-4:45 p.m.) Got 
Science? (Online) – Join us in a Zoom 
meeting to learn how to make an extend-
able wooden robot arm. We’ll complete 
this fun engineering project together 
online! Grades 1-2. Kits with supplies 
for the program will be available in the 
Youth Services Department starting July 
10. Registration begins July 10. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions the day of the 
program.

Tuesday, July 21 (9:30-10 a.m.) 
Lapsit Storytime – Join Miss Jamie 
on Zoom for a live Lapsit Storytime for 
ages birth-24 months with a caregiver. 
Registration begins July 14. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions, which will be sent 
the day of the event.

Tuesdays, July 21 and 28 and Thurs-
days, July 23 and 30 (11-11:30 a.m.) Sto-
rytime Online – Join us on Facebook, 
Twitter or YouTube as we stream a live 
storytime!

Tuesday, July 21 (7-8:15 p.m.) 
Gender Trouble: Exploring Why 
Gender Identity is So Contested 
(Online) – Join Dr. Molly Merryman 
as she shares historical and cultural 
context to trans and other non-binary 
gender identities. Dr. Merryman, Ph.D., 
is the founding director of the Center 
for Gender and Sexuality and an associ-
ate professor of sociology at Kent State. 
Please register. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library 
Upcoming events

by GAY BORCHERT

The prestigious P.E.O. 
STAR Scholarship for the 
2020-21 academic year 

was awarded to Olivia Reed, 
a senior at Bay High School. 
Olivia, the daughter of Amy and 
Bob Reed, was recommended 
for this scholarship by Chapter 

BG, Cleveland West. Reed has 
been accepted and will attend 
The Ohio State University where 
she plans to study environmen-
tal engineering beginning this 
fall.

The P.E.O. scholarship is a 
$2,500 award based on excel-
lence in leadership, extra-cur-
ricular activities, community 

service, academics and poten-
tial for future success. The pro-
gram is open to young women 
who are citizens or legal per-
manent residents of the United 
States or Canada and who are 
graduating high school seniors 
at the time of application. A stu-
dent must be recommended by 
a P.E.O. chapter.

The P.E.O. Sisterhood, 
founded in 1869 at Iowa Wesley-
an College, is an international 
philanthropic and educational 
organization which promotes 
increased educational oppor-
tunities for women. There are 
nearly 6,000 local chapters in 
the United States and Canada 
with almost 250,000 initiated 

P.E.O. scholarship awarded to Bay High senior

Olivia Reed
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DIGGING DOVER

Presented by Wendy Just, MS, RD, LD, Registered Dietitian, 
O’Neill Healthcare
Front Lobby
Complimentary lunch provided
Please RSVP to Gina Jakubowski 
at 440-348-5424 or 
Marketing.BV@ONeillHC.com
by January 20, 2020

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Lunch and Learn … Curbside
Take home information on “Reducing Your Fall Risk”

ONeillHC.com | 440-808-5500

Tuesday, July 28, 2020 (A-L) or
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 (M-Z)

12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Drive thru to pick up a complimentary boxed lunch.

O’Neill Healthcare Fairview Park Main Entrance
20770 Lorain Road, Fairview Park

Please register* by July 23, 2020 with Kristen Gillespie 440-401-2713 
or email dir.marketing@oneillhc.com

* Registration required. 1 meal per person. Ages 55 and over.

Researching the history of 
Native Americans in Dover
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Ken Keeler was born in Westlake 
around the city’s Sesquicenten-
nial – 1961. He and his family have 

been longtime members of the Westlake 
Sportsman’s Association which at one 
time owned large tracts of land in West-
lake. He continues to live in Westlake and 
has always loved hiking the fields and 
woodlots in the city.

In the 1980s he explored the former 
Jurgemeier farm, near the southwest 
corner of Crocker and Detroit roads, 
when the soil was scraped into huge 
dirt piles to flatten the ridge where the 
Promenade Shopping Center was being 
constructed. He told me about how in 
a matter of minutes he unearthed a 
Native American knife made of red flint, 
a sizable chunk of unworked flint and 
other tools made of a stone that is not 
indigenous to this area. This leads him to 
believe that it was the site of a long-ago 
Native American camp or village.

Ken also told me about talking with 
the recently deceased Roger Cooley. Rog-
er’s 2nd-great-grandfather, Asher Cooley, 
arrived in Dover in 1818.

Roger told Ken that the old-timers 
in Dover called the huge oak tree in the 
rear of Evergreen Cemetery, the “Council 
Oak.” As mentioned in a previous Digging 
Dover column on Moses Cleaveland trees, 
this 81-inch diameter tree is estimated to 
have started growing in 1693!

Roger stated that Indian artifacts 
were found under that tree in the early 
days. Late in life Roger and his wife, Lolly, 
developed a one street cul-de-sac west 
off of Crocker near Center Ridge Road on 
land that they inherited. They named the 
street “Indian Ridge” and now we may 
know why.

A book published in 1978 titled “His-
toric and Archaeological Resources of the 
Urban County Block Grant Communi-
ties” by the Cuyahoga County Depart-

ment of Community Development has 
a section on Westlake stating that 10 
archaeological sites were found when 
they did a survey of Westlake, yielding 
materials from all prehistoric periods. 
They say that the two largest collections 
– Wilbert/Wang and Peasel/Serne (men-
tioned in previous Digging Dover col-
umns) were found east of Cahoon Creek. 
They say there was no evidence of any 
but intermittent Native American occu-
pation in Westlake but acknowledged 
that construction may have obliterated 
evidence of longer occupation.

As for Bay Village, they found two 
sites, each containing projectile points 
of the Archaic (8000 to 1000 B.C.) and Late 
Middle (100 B.C. to 500 A.D.)/Early Late 
(500 to 1000 A.D.) Woodland periods. One 
site was located near Lake Erie, the other 
on Wischmeyer Creek. They state that 
from other sources, it is known that Early 
and Middle Whittlesey phase sites were 
scattered across the shoreline in this area.

The Bay Village portion of Lake 
Erie may contain or have contained the 
western limits of Whittlesey occupa-
tions. Whittlesey ceramics have been 
located around the junctions of Cahoon 
Creek and Lake Erie. They go on to say 
that in northern Ohio the Whittlesey 
focus is associated with the Late Prehis-
toric Period (1000 to 1650 A.D.) and that 
Cuyahoga County is a major area of Whit-
tlesey focus occupation.

The Whittlesey culture or focus is 
an archaeological designation referring 
to a Late Prehistoric/Late Pre-Contact 

North American indigenous group that 
occupied portions of northeastern Ohio. 
It is named for Charles Whittlesey, a 19th 
century attorney, topographic engineer, 
geologist and archaeologist who was a 
founder of the Western Reserve Historical 

Society.
A big disputed question is 

whether the Erie Indians, who 
were wiped out by the Iroquois as 
a nation before 1660 are one and 
the same as the Whittlesey focus 
people. What is in agreement is 
that our area was part of a neutral 
hunting ground for Native Ameri-
cans after the demise of the Eries, 

before the settlement by whites.
Settlement began west of the 

Cuyahoga River in 1805 after Indians in 
Fort Industry near Toledo gave up their 
title to the land. When the pioneers from 
New England settled Dover there were few 
Native Americans left in the area.

In 1874, Crisfield Johnson, in his 
history of Cuyahoga County, states that 
Indians were friendly and helped Lev-
erett Johnson, the first settler of what 
became Westlake, to do farm labor. He 
also relates that the daughter of Daniel 
Page (an early settler in the extreme 
northwest corner of what became Bay 
Village), while “sojourning” in an adjoin-
ing township [Avon?] was carried away 
by Indians and after a brief captivity was 
“recaptured” by United States soldiers.

According to Virginia Chase Blo-
etscher’s 1997 “Indians of the Cuyahoga 
Valley and Vicinity,” the historic-era Indi-
ans in this area at the time of European 
contact were the Lenape (Delaware), 
Iroquois, Mingo and Ottawa. The latest 
U.S. Census (2018) estimates that there 
may be about 14 American Indians in 
Westlake (from the Chippewa [Ojibwa] 
tribal group) and none in Bay Village. 

Native American pottery shards 
(possibly Whittlesey?) collected 
on the Cahoon Ledges site in Bay 
Village. Courtesy of Jack Dianiska.
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Watercolor painting titled “Lake Erie, from Cleveland” by Seth Eastman, 1833. 
It shows a group of Native Americans standing in the foreground on the east 
side of the Cuyahoga River. In the distance are the shores of Lakewood and 
Bay Village. This is one of few known contemporaneous paintings of Native 
Americans in Ohio. Accessed from clevelandareahistory.com. 

Native American stone tools found in Dover.
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Answer  to ‘What’s this bird?’ 

Denise Pattyn of Bay Village used the formula printed 
in the June 16 issue to determine that this pin oak tree in 
her Wolf Road yard is 106 years old. 

How old is your tree?

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Last week I found a tick on the dog. 
Finally, a non-COVID-19 topic to 
discuss.

In Ohio, tickborne infections happen 
year-round; the first peak starts in June. 

We have a dozen different types. Three 
– the deer tick, the American dog tick, 
and the lone star tick – transmit human 
infections.

I’ll focus on the infamous deer tick, 
which causes Lyme disease among other 
infections. You’re doing great if you know 

the basics about the tick and the 
rash.

Young deer ticks are tiny, 
tiny, tiny – the size of a poppy 
seed. Easily missed, if you don’t 
deliberately look for them.

And the places you should 
look might surprise you. Ticks 
can’t jump. They wait on grass 
blades and contact your skin or 
clothing directly. Once they get 
on you, they crawl and settle in 

warm areas like your groin, armpit, back 
of leg, belly button; on children, hair, 
scalp, behind the ears.

The unique thing about Lyme dis-
ease transmission: It takes forever. First, 
the tick crawls and takes hours to a day 
to settle down and begin feeding; then it 
takes another two to four days to transmit 
the bacteria.  

Why so long? Lyme disease bacteria 
sleep in the tick’s gut. 
Warm blood meals wake 
them up. They multiply, 
meander to the salivary 
(spit) glands, and are 
regurgitated into the 
wound as spit.

Finding ticks greatly 
reduce your chance of 
getting Lyme disease.

What if you miss the 
tick? Remember the rash.

The classic rash 
looks like a bull’s eye. But 
it can look like a bruise, 
a ring. Typically, it starts 
about a week after the 
bite and lasts for weeks, 
giving you ample time to 
ponder the weird rash on 

your child’s face or behind your leg.
How do you know it’s not poison 

ivy or a mosquito bite? Lyme’s rash usu-
ally doesn’t itch or hurt. It expands like 
pancake dough on a grill, reaching over 8 
inches in diameter.

The Ohio Department of Health does 
not recommend tick testing. Because 
Ohio is not considered a highly endemic 
area for Lyme disease, in the absence of 
any symptoms (rash, fever, etc.) preven-
tative antibiotics are not recommended.  

As for the dog tick I found, I disposed 
it following four safe and simple steps.

Step 1: Scream. (Sorry, just something 
visceral about accidentally touching a 
swollen, free-flapping, blood-sucking 
exoskeleton.)

Step 2: Put reading glasses on. (Before 
you look high and low, check the top of 
your head.)

Step 3: Take a tweezer (anything that 
works; since the kids came home early 
from college, nothing is where it’s sup-
posed to be) – and grasp the tick as close 
to the skin as possible.

Important: Pull the tick out in one 
motion. Don’t squeeze, jiggle, burn, nail 
polish/ Vaseline-suffocate the tick hoping 
it’ll unlatch of its own free will. Like an 
angry, desperate politician, the tick might 
regurgitate more crap into the wound.

Step 4: Dispose of the tick.
Tell your son, whose restless, shelter-

in-place energy and creative ideas are 
more annoying than the tick, that he can 
“study” the tick, but in a sealed container 
only. Or flush it down the toilet.

Best way to avoid tickborne diseases: 
Avoid ticks. I trust DEET, developed for 
and tested by one of the world’s finest 
health research institutions – the U.S. 
Army.

Stay safe out there. 

And a tick visited my house
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

The Ohio Department of Health offers a wallet-sized card to assist with the identification of 
ticks in Ohio. It is available on the Zoonotic Disease page at odh.ohio.gov.

Lyme disease rash on a child.

A “bull’s-eye” Lyme disease rash.
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Pictured, from left: Safety Pup; Kevin Walker, Westlake Kiwanis 
president-elect; Ray Budoi, Kiwanis president; Olivia Kostecke, Safety 
Town director; Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough; and Westlake Police 
Chief Kevin Bielozer; with Mathias Kostecke on the bike.

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwan-
is and the Westlake 
Police Department 

partnered on providing 
bike helmets for children 
attending Safety Town.

The helmets were 
purchased jointly from 
the Ohio District Kiwanis 
Foundation as a fund-
raiser for the Foundation. 
The Kiwanis Foundation 
also provides funds to 
local clubs to help with 
projects dealing with 
children.

The police depart-
ment and Safety Town 
will see to the distribu-
tion of these helmets.
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by TARA WENDELL

We printed this photo of a 
“mystery bird” at a Bay 
Village feeder in the 

June 16 issue of the Observer and 
asked for readers’ help in iden-
tifying it. The myriad responses 
that came in only heightened the 
mystery – it’s an immature rose-
breasted grosbeak! It’s a purple 

finch! It’s a juvenile red-winged 
blackbird! It’s a female grosbeak! 
We turned to our local gem, 
the Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center, for a definitive answer.

“This is an adult female red-
winged blackbird,” wrote Tim 
Jasinski, wildlife rehabilitation 
specialist at the Center. “Some-
times older females will show 
deeper colors than normal or 

more male-like colors resulting 
from increased testosterone later 
in life. It could also sometimes 
just be the photograph, the light-
ing or other factors but this is def-
initely a red-winged blackbird!”

Out of the many responses 
from our amateur bird-watching 
readers, only one – Chuck Collin-
gs – matched the expert in cor-
rectly identifying the bird. 

Westlake Kiwanis, police partner on bike helmets
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Submitted by Judy Trefz of Bay Village, who recently 
discovered a poem written by her grandmother.

Loudly the bell for liberty rung.
Loudly the crowds cheered as it swung.
Valiant men had signed the Declaration
      bringing freedom to the new found nation.
Through the years we celebrate this glorious day
      with parades,speeches, picnics and recreation
      holding full sway.
Lest we forget, let us pause to reflect
      on the cost of this freedom we thus far have kept.
On Valley Forge and the suffering there of the brave men  
      who fought and died through those dark days of despair.
Lest we forget, not for a few was this freedom to be.
Our forefathers decreed that all mankind should be free.
Brave Lincoln dared to make this mandate come true.
A great Civil War was fought ‘twixt the southern grays
      and the northern blues.
Once again victory for freedom was won anew.
Let us guard well this priceless heritage we cherish.
Let no foe invade to destroy or to conquer,
      lest this great nation of freedom should perish.
– Written in 1975 by Grace C. Speer, 1883-1979

by MORGAN PASKERT

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center began offering 
pre-registered guided tours and pre-scheduled 
wildlife rehabilitation services on July 7.

The Center will follow protocols recommended by 
the State of Ohio and Ohio Department of Health to help 
reduce the risk of spreading the virus:
• Face masks are required to be worn by employees and 

all visitors over the age of 3
• Visitors are encouraged to bring their own masks, or 

will be provided one to wear
• Hand sanitizing stations and hand washing facilities 

are available throughout the building

• Physical distances of 6 feet will be maintained at all times
• Indoor public areas will be regularly cleaned and 

sanitized
• Visitors are asked to self-monitor for virus symptoms 

prior to arrival
• Visitors are asked to stay home if they are ill, if diag-

nosed with COVID-19, or if residing with someone 
diagnosed with the virus

Visitors to the Center will see facility and exhibit 
changes that help to protect people and animals, and 
to allow for recommended cleaning and sanitizing of 
the facility. Online registration for guided tours and 
pre-scheduled appointments for wildlife rehabilitation 
services are required to monitor building capacity.

Pre-registered guided tours will be offered to fami-
lies or groups of up to 6 people. Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center program specialists will lead the tour 
of live animal exhibits and share how the Center cares 
for resident animals and treats rehabilitation patients. 
Guided tours cost $75 per family and advance registra-
tion is required at www.lensc.org.

Wildlife intakes of injured animals from members 
of the public will resume by pre-scheduled appoint-
ment. These wildlife services will continue to be offered 
at no charge. People seeking assistance for wildlife must 
call 440-871-2900 or email wildlife@lensc.org prior to 
coming to the Center. Animals will not be accepted 
into the facility without a pre-scheduled appointment. 

Registration for 2020-2021 preschool classes has 
been postponed. The Center is redesigning programs 
and making preparations to resume general admission 
and offerings that will also follow recommended health 
protocols. Please stay tuned for more information at 
www.lensc.org. 

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
offers tours, resumes wildlife intakes

Kudos to Westlake safety forces
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Protesters should step up

Put health       
before ‘perfect’ lawn

by KAREN PETKOVIC

Times they are a-changin’ 
– and with new rules for 
social distancing and 

safety, BAYarts is making a con-
scious effort to roll things out 
slowly this year.

Delayed classes finally began 
this week and now the Summer 
Market returns – with new daytime 
hours, for the time being. Thursday 
Market will be held every second 
and fourth Thursday from noon to 
3 p.m. beginning July 9.

“With the abundance of visi-
tors to the park this year, we have 
taken extra precautions for safety 
and crowd control as we slowly 
reopen,” explained BAYarts Execu-
tive Director Nancy Heaton. “We 
have worked very closely with 

[landlord] Cleveland Metroparks, 
following the guidelines of the 
CDC for during this unusual year.”

Although the daytime hours 
may take some getting used to, if 
all goes well, it will be temporary. 
As visitors become accustomed 
to this new way of social distanc-
ing, BAYarts plans to revisit to the 
traditional Thursday night hours 
and bring in more vendors. As 
always, local non-profits will 
attend the market, free of charge. 
Local musicians Hoodoo BBQ 
will provide live music while the 
Thyme Table food truck provides 
lunch.

“We are also hoping to high-
light a lot of the local artisans who 
lost business this year when all the 
festivals across the region were 
cancelled,” said Thursday Market 

coordinator Lauren Goik.
As always, this is a great social 

distancing opportunity for dogs 
on a leash. BAYarts’ Thursday 
Market is, if nothing else, a free 
and casual way to drop in and see 
friends and neighbors, and take 
home some local goods. Interest-
ed vendors or non-profits should 
contact market@bayarts.net. 

BAYarts’ Thursday Market 
returns with new hours Lest We Forget

POETRY

BAYarts market volunteer 
Valerie Koehler

I am writing to commend 
the Westlake fire and police 
departments.

One day several months 
ago as I had an appointment 
at Cleveland Clinic I fell ill and 
they called the rescue squad. The 
firemen who answered were very 

kind, professional and caring. 
They put me at ease and trans-
ported.

The police responded also 
and were excellent.

God bless them both and 
may they stay safe.

– Beverly Kosarko, Cleveland

I hope that all these demon-
strators volunteer to work with 
the black elementary kids – who 
have not been in school – because 
of the C-flu epidemic. Black lives 
matter – in our city – that’s the 

true social justice – not this fascist 
organization sponsored by radical 
paid groups – who tried to destroy 
our cities and neighborhoods.

– Catherin Peter, Westlake

I really appreciated Jennifer Hartzell’s 
article on the importance of avoiding lawn 
chemicals in our yards [“Enjoy your own 
(healthy) lawn this summer,” June 16]. I have 
often been baffled as to why people pay money 
to basically poison themselves, but I suppose 
that’s a tribute to the power of peer pressure, 
a certain idealistic but outdated vision of the 
yard, and the heavy advertising of the lawn 
chemicals industry.  Thank you to Hartzell and 
the Observer for spotlighting the importance of 
keeping one’s yard truly natural.

 I offer two additions to Hartzell’s article.
 The first is that she mentions being happy 

to have clover in her yard. I also am fond of 
clover. She might be interested to know that 
clover was once considered an important com-
ponent of the “ideal” American lawn. As legend 

goes, when the chemicals that killed dandeli-
ons and the other unwanted components of 
the “ideal” lawn kept killing clover also, the 
industry just declared clover a weed, achieving 
through public relations what they could not 
through chemistry.

 The second is that in addition to home-
owners avoiding these applications, I wish 
more cities, schools, libraries, and businesses 
would stop applying these chemicals. I was 
disappointed on a recent walk through West-
lake’s Recreation Center Park to see these 
chemicals applied where many children and 
pets roam. Signs were displayed as the law 
requires but kids and pets aren’t known for 
reading such signs. It would be better if we put 
health first and just cut the grass and whatever 
else is growing in a yard or field and skipped 
the chemicals for the reasons that Hartzell 
notes in her article.

 – Dr. Fred Wright, Westlake

You Too Can Help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE opportunity to reach customers on 
a POSITIVE level as an advertising partner. Call us today for great rates 

at 440-409-0114 or email staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers who keep us humming along! The Observer is 
offered free to the community thanks to the civic-minded businesses 

and organizations that support the project through advertising. 
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
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Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in a future edition of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
EL

A
IN

E 
W

IL
LI

S

A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
KI

M
 B

O
N

V
IS

SU
TO

VOLUME 8 • ISSUE 20  |  Community News Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village  | OCTOBER 18, 2016

Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence
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by LYSA STANTON

During the first few months of this 
year, members of the Westlake 
Historical Society were preparing 

for and anticipating an incredibly busy 
2020 season! We were pleased to offer 
tours of the Clague House Museum in 
February, and again in March with Mayor 
Dennis Clough as our guest tour guide. 

We were planning our 50th annual 
Antique, Vintage, and Craft Show, as 
well as our Evergreen Cemetery Tour, Ice 
Cream Social, Pet Photos, and our very 

popular Rubber Duck Race and Silent 
Auction.

Instead, in an effort to help keep our 
community safe, we closed our doors to 
the public, following the Governor’s orders 
and recommendations to implement 
social distancing. Currently, a skeleton 
crew of volunteers are maintaining the 
Clague House and Lilly Weston museums.

As the president of the Westlake His-
torical Society, I implemented our Emer-
gency Best Practices … something an 
organization never wants to do. However, 
circumstances like a pandemic make it 

necessary.
My first concern was our members 

and friends. Are they okay? Do they need 
anything? As time went on, and the phases 
of the health crisis changed, it was obvious 
that there would be a “new normal.”

We checked with many of our mem-
bers to ask if they needed assistance. When 
the Memorial Day Parade was cancelled, 
we visited several members while stand-
ing in their driveway (socially distant with 
face masks).

Although most of our fundraising 
events for 2020 are cancelled, our fixed 
expenses are not. Through careful plan-
ning and budget cutting, your Westlake 
Historical Society should be able to move 

forward. Memberships and donations are 
welcome and appreciated.

As we look toward the fall and beyond, 
we hope to restore as many programs and 
fundraisers as possible. If not this year, our 
cancelled events, community programs, 
and open houses will return at some point.

As you drive by our museums, please 
remember we are available by telephone, 
e-mail, or U.S. mail to answer questions 
or fill your museum store orders. Our 
telephone number is 216-848-0680, and 
our email is claguemuseum@yahoo.com. 
The mailing address is 1371A Clague Road, 
Westlake, Ohio 44145.

We wish everyone a happy, safe and 
healthy summer! 

Westlake history marches on


